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989 LITTLE MOUNTAIN ROAD
COLUMBUS, NORTH CAROLINA
(828) 863-4444

•	 Temporary	commitment;	
	 usually	just	a	few	weeks.
•	 Puppies/Kittens	or	Older	
	 Animals	are	available.
•	 We	supply	vet	care	and
	 medicine…food	if	needed.

Contact Us TODAY if you can assist.   We are a 
shelter that saves lives! You can be part of this 
mission by making a short term commitment.

WE NEED 
FOSTER 
HOMES 

NOW!
FOSTERING ANIMALS IS FUN 

AND SAVES LIVES!

Your community needs you!  Many free roaming community cats 
are turned into Upstate shelters and destroyed because there is 
simply no where for them to go after they are trapped, spayed/
neutered.  These cats provide an excellent service to you by keep-
ing rodent etc. populations under control.  If you can provide an 
outdoor home for a cat(s) contact: 
GREENVILLE COUNTY
Greenville: Perry Correctional Facility Cats 
(see editorial in this issue): 
Bill Burton ................................................................864.238.6531
Diana Riglet .............................................................323.630.1437 
Greenville Animal Care Services: 
Sue Caniff  .................................................................864.467.3993
Diana Riglet .............................................................323.630.1437 
CHEROKEE COUNTY
Judy Wyles ........................................ cherokeeshelter@gmail.com 
POLK COUNTY
 ‘Po Kitties Program ............................. Dana Meyer: 828.894.2088
	

To	learn	more	about	free	roaming
community	cats	go	to: 

alleycat.org

urgent Need 
Farm/Barn Homes 
for Free Roaming 
community cats

HU
MANE SOCIETY

C
H

EROKEE      COUNTY

HSCC is an all-volunteer 501c3 nonprofi t & receives no 
funding from Cherokee County for county’s 

homeless pets.

Two ways to send your tax-deductible donations: 
by check to HSCC, PO Box 2223, Gaff ney, SC  29342

by Paypal to cherokeeshelter@gmail.com

cherokee county Residents

We Need You!
Adopt • Foster • Volunteer 
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CATSby Catman, DVM

by Teri Jager Worl, DVM

	 The signs of kidney disease can 
be difficult to recognize, especially 
since early stages of kidney disease 
will often show no signs or symp-
toms.  An increase of thirst is often 
the first sign of kidney failure and 
something to closely watch for in any 
feline age 7 or older.  Other common 
signs include:  increased urine pro-
duction, decreased appetite, weight 
loss, bad breath, vomiting and/or 
a lack of energy. In cats, the clinical 

Yes-Canine influenza is a relatively 
new disease caused by a “flu” vi-
rus.  It causes respiratory infec-
tion and only affects dogs.  The 
virus was first reported in Florida, 
in March 2003, when Greyhound 
racing dogs were infected with an 
equine (horse) influenza virus that 
mutated.  The virus has now af-
fected dogs in 38 states including 
Georgia, South Carolina and North 
Carolina.  The Upstate has not yet 
had an outbreak of influenza, how-
ever, since it is a new disease, most 
dogs will not have any natural im-
munity to protect against infection 
if it spreads to this area.
	 The canine influenza virus is 
spread from dog to dog through 
coughing, sneezing, licking each 
other and via contaminated sur-

Does my cat have kidney disease?

Do dogs get the flu?

signs of chronic kidney disease are usu-
ally undetectable until at least 75% of 
kidney function has been lost. Luckily, a 
simple blood chemistry test is all that is 
required to detect the disease.
	 The kidneys are vital organs with 
several essential functions:  filtration 
of blood and the elimination of meta-
bolic waste by producing urine; regu-
lation of electrolyte balance and the 
production or hormones that control 
blood pressure and produce new red 

faces such as sharing toys or water 
bowls.  Just like the human flu, symp-
toms of illness often do not show up 
until after a dog is contagious.  Canine 
influenza usually causes mild disease 
with signs including cough, low grade 
fever, nasal discharge, lethargy and/
or loss of appetite similar to kennel 
cough.  A small percentage of dogs 
infected will show more severe signs 
including a high fever and serious 
pneumonia.
	 How can I protect my dog from ca-
nine influenza?
It would be nearly impossible to keep 
your dog away from all contagious 
germs (including canine influenza) 
unless they lived in a bubble.  Fortu-
nately, a safe and effective vaccine is 
now available.  The canine influenza 
vaccine has been clinically proven 

blood cells.  Chronic kidney disease 
occurs because of progressive dam-
age to the functional units of the 
kidneys (nephrons). The kidneys 
can be damaged by a wide range of 
conditions including injury, cancer 
and infections or simply start wear-
ing out from old age.  Most damage 
is usually irreversible, but with early 
diagnosis and treatment, many pets 
go on to live happily for years after 
diagnosis.

to significantly reduce the sever-
ity of influenza and the length of 
time that a dog is sick.  Initial vac-
cination requires 2 injectable doses 
given 2-4 weeks apart, followed by 
annual revaccination.  If your dog is 
presently being vaccinated for ken-
nel cough (Bordetella), you should 
ask your veterinarian if they should 
also receive the flu vaccine.

DOGS

Dr. Judson Powers, DVM
•	 Graduated from University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine in 1996
•	 Internship in Small Animal Medicine & Surgery at West Los Angeles Animal Hospital
•	 Practiced in California, Florida and New York before Moving to Greenville in February 2007
•	 Took over Barkingham Palace at Rocky Creek in May 2010 and have transformed it into Rocky Creek Veterinary Hospital and Pet Resort.
•	 My fiancee and I enjoy hiking all over the Upstate.  We have 2 dogs that absolutely love doggie day camp- Denny Crane (Lab), Sampson 	
	 (Doberman mix) and Pepper (Cairn terrier mix) that likes to tell them who is boss.

Dr. Judson Powers, DVM






